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ADAPTING LETTERS TO THE MINT IN YOUR COUNTRY 

Questions to take into account before writing the letter:
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Is the Mint from your country associated with buying coin blanks from Poongsan? Check the fact sheet to find out.
· Is your country State Party or Signatory to the CCM

If the answer is yes to both questions, urge the Mint in your country to publicly state it will stop doing business with Poongsan.

If your country has not joined the CCM but it is associated with buying coin blanks from Poongsan, make it clear that doing business with a company that is involved with the production of an internationally banned weapon is unacceptable. 


TEMPLATE LETTER TO THE MINT IN YOUR COUNTRY 


[ LETTERHEAD]


[NAME]
[MINISTRY]
[COUNTRY]

[DATE]

Dear [name of contact person at your country’s Mint],

I am writing on behalf of [INSERT NAME OF ORGANISATION] a member of the international Cluster Munition Coalition (CMC), to urge [NAME OF THE MINT IN YOUR CONTRY] to stop buying blank coins from Poongsan, if it has not done so. 

In April 2016, a Dutch television show revealed that Poongsan was a supplier of coin blanks to the Royal Dutch Mint. Additional research by Dutch NGO PAX shows that [name of your country’s Mint] also seems to have been involved with Poongsan. However, Poongsan is also a known producer of cluster munitions, as shown by the Cluster Munition Monitor  and the report ‘Worldwide investments in cluster munitions’ by PAX. 

Cluster munitions have killed and injured thousands of civilians during the last 70 years and continue to do so today. Cluster munitions are indiscriminate and unreliable weapons, both at the time of use and long afterwards, causing major humanitarian problems and risks to civilians. This is clearly evident from the ongoing use of cluster munitions in Syria and Yemen where over 95% of cluster munitions casualties have been civilians. It is this unacceptable harm that the Convention on Cluster Munitions was created to prevent. 

This international treaty comprehensively bans the production, use, transfer and stockpiling of cluster munitions. Since December 2008, a total of 119 governments have joined the Convention on Cluster Munitions, including former users, producers and stockpilers of the weapon as well as affected countries from every region of the world. 

Buying coin blanks from a company that is involved in the production of cluster munitions runs the global norm that has been set to eradicate these weapons. Doing business with a company that produces these inhumane weapons is unacceptable as it shows tacit support for their activities. 

[Name of your organisation] urges that [name of Mint in your country] provide clarity about its relations with Poongsan. Should [name of Mint] not or no longer buy coin blanks from Poongsan, it should publically declare what year the contract was ended, and make sure no more deals will be made in the future. 

Yours sincerely,

[SIGNATURE]
[NAME]
[ORGANISATION]
[ADDRESS]
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